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Octavia Giles, Associate Grand Matron, and 
Frances E. Frances, Grand Secretary. 

Fidelity No. 54 has been fortunate to have 
had dedicated members to serve Eureka 
Grand Chapter. Past Worthy Matrons with the 
help of Worthy Patrons, have contributed their 
time, knowledge, and experience enabling the 
Fidelity No. 54 Chapter to carry out a varied 
number of community programs. Fidelity No. 
54 has been responsible for sending under-
privileged children to camp during the sum-
mer, assisting in the feeding of the homeless 
in the Second District, responding to a request 
for non-perishable food and clothing for nat-
ural disaster victims, and extending charity to 
the family of their deceased members. Fidelity 
No. 54 members have taken part in doing vol-
unteer work at several hospitals and nursing 
homes. 

Fidelity No. 54 holds a host of community 
service events at the end of each year, includ-
ing their annual Thanksgiving dinner for the 
community and their annual clothes drive. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to also recog-
nize the impressive achievements of Paulette 
Cudjoe, Fidelity’s Worthy Matron and Elwood 
E. Gregory, Fidelity’s Worthy Patron for their 
commitment to the Brooklyn community. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to this wonderful 
group of Americans and the great things for 
which they stand. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. DEVIN NUNES 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. NUNES. Madam Speaker, on the legis-
lative days of Wednesday, December 5, 2007, 
and Thursday, December 6, 2007, I was un-
avoidably detained and was unable to cast a 
vote on a number of rollcall votes. Had I been 
present, I would have voted: rollcall 1127— 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1128—‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1129— 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1130—‘‘nay’’; rollcall 1131— 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1132—‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1133— 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1134—‘‘nay’’; rollcall 1135— 
‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1136—‘‘nay’’; rollcall 1137— 
‘‘nay’’; rollcall 1138—‘‘yea’’; rollcall 1140— 
‘‘nay’’; rollcall 1141—‘‘yea’’. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO ALBA MAY POWELL 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Alba May Powell. Alba was 
born and raised in the Republic of Costa Rica. 
She is from a tightly knit family composed of 
five sisters and one brother. She received her 
formal education at Liberty Hall School and 
later moved to Panama where she lived for 35 
years. In 1964, she migrated to the United 
States and settled in Brooklyn, NY. 

Alba is an active participant at the East New 
York Seventh Day Adventist Church, where 
she has been a member for the past 36 years. 
Additionally, she is a member of the East New 
York Community Service Department, an hon-
orary deaconess, and a member of the East 

New York Benevolence Society. Alba is also a 
faithful supporter of the Concerned Women of 
Brooklyn. 

Alba received a New York State Assembly 
Citation for Outstanding Achievements and 
Senior of the Year by Assemblywoman Diane 
Gordon. 

Alba has no biological children of her own. 
She has been a supportive and concerned 
mother and grandmother to many children 
over the years. She is also a dedicated aunt 
to all of her beloved nieces and nephews. 
Alba vows to continue helping others as long 
as she is allowed. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
this wonderful and caring woman who has 
given so much of herself, asking very little in 
return. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Alba May Powell. 

f 

ENERGY INDEPENDENCE AND 
SECURITY ACT OF 2007 

SPEECH OF 

HON. DAVE CAMP 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, December 6, 2007 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, this bill 
is a failure on the most basic points: It fails to 
drive down prices at the gas pumps; it fails to 
lower home heating bills; and it fails to reduce 
our reliance on foreign crude oil. Worse yet, 
this bill actually increases our reliance on oil 
from the Middle East and increases taxes by 
$20 billion on American manufacturers. 

Had this bill been crafted in a bipartisan 
fashion, instead of in a secret marathon ses-
sion that produced a bill only this morning, we 
might have a bill that actually helps families 
and businesses dealing with record energy 
costs, and we might have a bill that actually 
helps us transition to more environmentally 
friendly fuels. 

Unfortunately, what we do have—in addition 
to a new $20 billion tax bill—are Federal man-
dates that States cannot possibly comply with, 
a slush fund worth billions of dollars that lacks 
any oversight, and more advisory committees 
and task forces. 

I am particularly concerned about this $3 bil-
lion in new government spending to subsidize 
projects that have nothing to do with lowering 
energy prices. Instead of lowering prices for 
consumers, this bill allows the Beverly Hills 
police department to buy hybrid Lexuses and 
a fake rainforest to be built in Iowa. In my 
view, this $3 billion should be spent on helping 
Americans better afford their high home heat-
ing costs. 

As a Member from Michigan, I would be re-
miss if I did not talk about the CAFE stand-
ards in this bill. To suggest this bill is the best 
America’s automakers could get says much 
about this Congress. If President Coolidge’s 
quote that ‘‘The business of America is busi-
ness’’ expressed overconfidence in the Amer-
ican economy, this bill expresses at best a 
disdain for American automobile manufactur-
ers and at worst an outright hostility to the 
work we do in Michigan. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to vote 
against this bill. 

A TRIBUTE TO WANDA A. 
JACKSON 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to Wanda A. Jackson. Wanda is 
the second generation child of the civic-mind-
ed parents, Della and Irkston R. ‘‘Jack’’ Jack-
son, Jr. Her mother, known as a friend to the 
friendless, providing a home for the homeless 
and making everyone feel special, has long 
been considered the mayor of East New York. 
In the shadow of her parents and the only girl 
in a family of six boys, Wanda has quietly and 
steadily made contributions to the Brooklyn 
community as well as to the community at 
large. 

Wanda is a native of New York and a prod-
uct of the city’s public school system, grad-
uating from John Dewey High School. She 
earned a business management degree at 
Berkeley College where she graduated magna 
cum laude. In 2005, she was listed among 
Who’s Who of the Berkeley College Alumni 
Association. 

Wanda maintains strong family ties while 
juggling a demanding, fast-paced career for 
nearly 20 years as an executive assistant at a 
major brokerage firm on Wall Street. She still 
finds time to lend assistance to major fund-
raising campaigns such as the United Negro 
College Fund, United Way of Tri-State, the 
Building Capital Fund Campaign at St. Paul’s 
Community Baptist Church and Project Sun-
shine, a non-profit organization that provides 
free social, educational and recreational pro-
grams to children and families living with med-
ical challenges. During tax season, Wanda 
can be found preparing tax returns for Brook-
lyn’s East New York residents. She is also 
former treasurer of the Rosetta Gaston United 
Democratic Club, Inc., where she was a close 
friend of the late Mary Warren, district leader 
for East New York. She is also a current 
member of the Spirit of America Heart Volun-
teers. 

In addition to her professional and volunteer 
accomplishments, Wanda is extremely cre-
ative, with a flair for fashion. She attended 
Fishburn’s Charm School and graduated from 
Barbizon Modeling School. She has designed 
her own clothes, which she models at talent 
shows. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
this accomplished, civic-minded woman who 
comes from a lineage of giving people. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Wanda A. Jackson. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO THE CHRISTIAN 
YOUTH CENTER IN JOLIET, IL 

HON. JERRY WELLER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to honor the Christian Youth Center 
in Joliet, IL. The Christian Youth Center, CYC, 
is celebrating their 50th anniversary this year. 

In 1957, a group of concerned businessmen 
under the leadership of Mr. Joseph Pickering, 
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approached Youth Pastor Chuck Miller with 
the idea of starting a Christian Youth Center. 
In the fall of 1957, the Christian Youth Center 
began meeting at the home of Mr. Joseph 
Pickering and then to a rented storefront on 
Cass Street near Joliet Central High School. 
Within a year’s time, the club had outgrown 
the storefront and purchased a two-story 
house on Herkimer Street. Mr. Miller felt called 
to another area of service and left the center. 
In 1961, Harv Russell assumed the responsi-
bility of director of the Center. 

The organization realized tremendous 
growth in the following 9 years. Several pro-
grams were started which include a Tuesday 
1 hour high school radio program, a monthly 
publication called the Center News, and the 
establishment of the Women’s Auxiliary. All of 
these programs and more continue to function 
to this day. 

In the spring of 1972, ground was broken on 
a 5-acre tract of land to build the current 
Christian Youth Center. The new facility was 
opened on April 15, 1973. Since moving into 
the new facility, the center has been able to 
increase the staff to five full-time and five part- 
time employees. Thousands of young people 
have passed through the new facility and have 
participated in weekly activities, concerts, day 
camps, films and a host of activities estab-
lished to attract young people. 

Madam Speaker, I urge this body to identify, 
and recognize other organizations in their own 
districts whose actions have so greatly bene-
fited and strengthened America’s families and 
communities. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO LADONNA 
PAULETTE KORNEGAY 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to LaDonna Paulette Kornegay 
of Brooklyn, NY. LaDonna’s musical talent, as 
well as her dedication to service and ministry, 
is truly inspirational. 

LaDonna, a lifelong New Yorker, was born 
on December 6, 1980 to Donald Kornegay, Sr. 
and Emily Kornegay-Brown. Music has always 
been an important part of LaDonna’s life. She 
was inspired by her father, who would sit with 
all of his children and teach them the lyrics to 
popular songs. LaDonna began to sing for-
mally at a young age. She joined her elemen-
tary school Glee Club and her junior high 
school Gospel Chorus. As a member of the 
New Canaan Baptist Church for 27 years, she 
has blessed the congregation with her talents 
through her consistent involvement with the 
church’s musical programs. 

LaDonna began singing at the church as 
part of the Sunbeams. She later moved up to 
the RJL Youth Choir eventually becoming a 
member of the ALC Choral Ensemble and the 
directress of all New Canaan Church choirs. 
Along with fellow directress, Alethea Brisco, 
LaDonna has taken the Youth Choirs to sev-
eral competitions, and has ministered in 
churches across New York City. 

LaDonna graduated third in her class from 
Thomas Jefferson H.S. in Brooklyn after only 
3 years. She was a leader in the school’s Fine 
Arts Academy and a member of the school’s 

Gospel Chorus and Dance Club. She was also 
a participant in the school’s Rights of Passage 
Cotillion. LaDonna attended college at the 
Katherine Gibbs School, where she majored in 
business administration and minored in busi-
ness law. In college, she maintained excellent 
grades, earning a placement on the Dean’s 
List multiple semesters while at the same time 
caring for her father who had become dis-
abled. 

LaDonna lost her father January of last year 
but she continues to be inspired by him. Al-
though she currently works at HSBC Private 
Bank, she continues to be committed to music 
and ministry. She sings and ministers at 
churches, competitions, nursing homes, shel-
ters and hospitals. She had the privilege of 
singing at New York City Hall on two occa-
sions for both Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg 
and Mayor David Dinkins. 

LaDonna is a volunteer youth tutor and a 
youth praise and worship leader, and is a 
member of the Youth United in the Body of 
Christ Ministry and Forever Anointed of Brook-
lyn. In addition, she is a member of Gospel 
Workshop of America, which hopes to release 
its first album in 2008. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to commend 
this gifted woman who has so unselfishly 
shared her talents with the people of New 
York. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to LaDonna Paulette 
Kornegay for her remarkable abilities and her 
commitment to the Brooklyn community. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. TIM MURPHY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall No. 1141, H.R. 2085, 
McGee Creek Project Pipeline and Associated 
Facilities Conveyance Act, had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yes’’. 

f 

A TRIBUTE TO KRYSTIANNI HILLS 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, December 10, 2007 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute and honor to Krystianni Hills. 
Krystianni is the daughter of Harold and Patri-
cia Hills. She was born in March of 1990 at 
the Long Island College Hospital. 

At age five, Krystianni was enrolled in St. 
Mark’s Day School where she excelled in all 
of her classes. She graduated in 2004 and 
was one of two students in her graduating 
class to pass the specialized high school 
exam. 

Krystianni is currently a senior at Brooklyn 
Technical High School where she majors in 
architecture. She is a member of the track 
team and the cheerleading squad. Krystianni 
was a flutist for the Brooklyn Technical High 
School Jazz Band during her sophomore and 
junior years. She now has an internship with 
Salle de Danse, a dance shop located in 
Flatbush and plans to attend college next year 
pursuing a major in forensic science. 

Krystianni first received her religious training 
at Newman Memorial United Methodist Church 
Sunday School. She is currently a member of 
Berean Baptist Church where she serves with 
the Ministry of Sacred Dance under the direc-
tion of Paulette Newberns. Krystianni is the 
former vice-president of the Junior Usher 
Board under the guidance of Deacon Vernart 
Jenkins. 

Krystianni’s hobbies and interests include 
reading, jumping double-dutch, and science. 
One of her favorite television programs is 
C.S.I. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to recognize 
one of our young people who is really doing 
some great things and who is working hard to 
make a difference. 

Madam Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Krystianni Hills. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, De-
cember 11, 2007 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 

DECEMBER 12 

9:30 a.m. 
Judiciary 
Constitution Subcommittee 

To hold hearings to examine S. 1782, to 
amend chapter 1 of title 9 of United 
States Code with respect to arbitra-
tion. 

SD–226 
10 a.m. 

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
Business meeting to consider S. 579, to 

amend the Public Health Service Act 
to authorize the Director of the Na-
tional Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences to make grants for the 
development and operation of research 
centers regarding environmental fac-
tors that may be related to the eti-
ology of breast cancer, and any pending 
nominations. 

SD–430 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af-

fairs 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tions of Harvey E. Johnson, Jr., of Vir-
ginia, to be Deputy Administrator and 
Chief Operating Officer, Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency, and Jef-
frey William Runge, of North Carolina, 
to be Assistant Secretary for Health 
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